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'Quﬁrst-of-ns-klnd artisan-owned pro-

cer company has emerged in the

valley after receiving certification
by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs,
Govt of India.

This significant step towards the
self-reliance of the artisan clusters
developed under the World Bank-

% fum}cd Jhelum Tawi Flood Recovery
Project (JTFRP) has happened with
the Crewel/Chain Stitch Artisan
Cluster at Noorbagh, now registered
as a “Producers Owned Company”
with the Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs.

The artisan cluster has been
issued a certificate of incorporation
by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
under the name “Nooraari Crafts
Producer Company Limited”.

With this “Artisan Craft Cluster”
obtaining the coveted registration
from the Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs, the artisans associated with

iz thecluster now see prospects ofa

i renewal in the traditional crafts of
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. atthecluster, is a divorced woman

Women artisaﬁas stitch Kashmir's first artisa

Artisan Cluster’ of crewel/

crewel/chain stitching.
Shaheena, one of the artisans

with two kids to raise. ] was totally
dependent on my relatives finan-
cially, but after having received the
skill enhancement training at the
Noorbagh artisan cluster, 1am now
abletoearn handsomely to sustain
my family of three without any as-
sistance,” she said. X

About 600 artisans associated
with the Crewel/ Chain stitch Clus-
ter at Noorbagh see their certifica-
tion as an achievementandas a
milestone towards the development
of thefirst artisan-owned producer
company in the valley.

The artisan cluster was conceived
and developed under the component

w : . i i fts of crewel and

of “Restoration and Strengthening sociated with the cra
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crafts and providing gainful employ: Govelopment to the artisans.

ment opportunities to youth.
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of newly developed good quality raw
materials, new techniques, besides
honing their managerial skills and
obtaining marketing linkages for

Dr Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, Chief
Executive Officer, JKERA/JTFRP,
said that for the holistic development
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of theartisans, craft clusters under
JTFRP 2re designed ina such 2 man-
nerastobringa group of scattered
2rtisans under one umbrella and

to impart them with as much skill

sets related to their craft as possible,
and also to develop their managerial.
capabilities as these would enable
them to function as sustainableand
profitable business enterprises.

“Itis indeed a moment of immense
satisfaction to see the Noorbagh Arti-
san Cluster registered as a “produc-
ers owned company” he added.

He further said that JTFRP has
taken up the development of more
clusters for different traditional

crafts like papier mache (in Zadibal),
willow wicker (in Ganderbal). wool
and pashmina (in Bardipore) to pro-
vide artisans with skill enhancement
and product development trainings
and to develop market lirt;}(agjs for
their products with an objective
promoting sustainable Jivelinoods
under the traditional cottage indus-
try sector. g
JTFRP has engaged the services
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